
 

 
The trafficking of children for the purposes of sex is a major problem within the US. We all 
have a part to play in bringing an end to this exploitation and preventing the complex trauma 
that often results from sex trafficking. At LATO, we believe today’s youth have a powerful 
voice to effect change in our society, and we believe that they can stop trafficking in its 
tracks. 
 
In order to shed light on this important issue, LATO invites all Philadelphia youth affiliated 
with a high school, youth organization or shelter to produce a brief scripted public service 
announcement (PSA), artistic expression, or poster that addresses the issue of child sex 
trafficking.  

 

CONTEST DETAILS 
 

Participants are encouraged to use their knowledge and creativity to produce a scripted 
PSA; a video recording of a form of artistic expression; or a poster that addresses 
trafficking. The best scripted PSA will win $2,000. For the best artistic expression video, the 
prize will be $1,500. The best poster will be awarded $1,000. The winning PSAs will 
premiere on YouTube,  
LATO’s website, and social media accounts where applicable. Participants interested in 
social issues; media production; communications;  theater arts; visual arts; and acting are 
strongly encouraged to participate. 
 
 

GENERAL GUIDELINES 

 
- Eligible participants must be between 14 - 21 years old. 
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- All participants under 18 must complete a Parent Consent form. 
- All participants must complete a Media Release.  
- All participants must watch​ “In Our Backyard”  
- Submission content should cover one of the following themes: 

- Alerting teens to how traffickers/pimps lure teens 
- The dangers of meeting an online “friend” alone 
- Recognizing the signs of someone being trafficked 

- Submission content must include vocabulary and facts from the “​In Our Backyard” 
video and the onsite LATO information/support session provided in February. 

- All entries must mention or visually highlight “Life After Trauma Organization - 
LATO”. 

- Each team must have a Project Sponsor, who works at the school, within a youth 
organization, or shelter. Project Sponsors must be over 21 years of age.  

- All submissions should be sent in a compressed media file (JPEG, GIF, PNG) to 
info@thelifeaftertrauma.org​.  

- Submissions should ​not​ include any personal identifying information of the 
participants (i.e. no first and last names) 

- Submissions should use original music and images; any entry using copyrighted 
music or images will be disqualified. 

- Entries with profanity or nudity will be disqualified. 
 

MEDIA SPECIFIC GUIDELINES  

 
Scripted Video PSA Guidelines: 

- Scripted PSA video entries should be no more than 3 minutes long and shot on a cell 
phone 

- The PSA team must consist of 2 to 5 participants in the same high school, 
organization, or shelter.  

Artistic Expression Guidelines: 
- Artistic Expression is any ​original​ work including(but not limited to): dance, step, 

song, poem, rap, etc. 
- Artistic Expression video entries should be no more than 3  minutes long and shot on 

a cell phone 
- Artistic expression teams must consist of 2 or more participants in the same high 

school, organization, or shelter.  
Poster Guidelines: 

- Poster teams must be made by 1 - 2 participants in the same high school, 
organization, or shelter.  

- Posters dimensions should be 24” x 36” or 36” x 48” 
- Poster entries should be submitted in hard copy form as well as a JPEG/PNG  
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PROJECT SPONSORS 

  
Project Sponsors are responsible for overseeing their team’s production process.  
Sponsors commit to: 

- ensuring group members attend designated LATO activities;  
- monitoring participants for at least 4 hours during their preparation for the PSA 

contest; 
- maintaining ongoing correspondence with L​ATO team members from January 2019 

to April 2019; 
- organizing a February 90 minute LATO follow-up visit to School/youth organization/ 

shelter; 
- organizing transportation and chaperones to and from Contest Award Ceremony 

(tentative date early May 2019) 
 

Online Voting:​ Online voting via LATO’s website will take place March 22, 2019 to April 5, 
2019. Online votes will account for 40% of the final decisions with the remaining 60% being 
cast by LATO members.  
 
Winner Announcement:​ Winners will be announced online and via email on Friday, April 12, 
2019 with an awards ceremony to follow in early May 2019. 

 
 

Registration Deadline:  Friday, February 15, 2019 

Onsite Support:  February 4, 2019 - February 28, 2019 

Submission Deadline:  Friday, March 15, 2019, midnight 
 

 
 

REGISTER HERE 
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LATO PSA Parent Consent Form 

 
 

I give my child, ____________________________________, permission to take part in all the PSA-                         
related activities offered by the Life After Trauma Organization (LATO). By signing below, I                           
agree to the following: 

 
● I give permission for my child to participate in the LATO PSA Contest 
● I allow my child to take part in the activities associated with LATO 
● I give permission for my child to take part in excursions or field trips related to the                                 

LATO PSA competition under the supervision of his or her Project Manager 
 

 
Parent/Guardian’s Signature (if student is under 18) Date  

 
 

 
Name (print) Phone Number Email 

 
 

EMERGENCY CONTACT 
 
 

 
Name (print) Phone Number Relationship to Student 

 
 

 

 

Does the student have any allergies, medical conditions, or medication that we should be 
aware of? If yes, please explain. 
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LATO Media Release  
 

 

For good and valuable consideration, which is acknowledged and received,  
I, _______________________________________ (Parent/Guardian’s Name), hereby consent and grant to the                   
Life After Trauma Organization (LATO), its subsidiaries and affiliates, the unrestricted right to record                           
the image, likeness and/or voice, and elements thereof, and use, royalty free, the artwork and/or                             
written work of my child, ____________________________________ (Child’s Name), and elements thereof,                     
on videotape, on film, in photographs, in digital media, and in any other form of electronic or print                                   
medium around the world in perpetuity, and to edit and create derivative works for such recording at                                 
LATO’s discretion. 

 

I understand that my child’s full name, address and biographical information will not be made public. I                                 
further irrevocably consent and grant to LATO, the unrestricted right and to allow others the use,                               
royalty-free, of my child’s image and/or voice on the internet, in brochures, and in any other medium                                 
around the world with perpetuity, and hereby consent to such use. 

 

I agree that the use of my child’s image, likeness, voice, artwork, written work, or elements thereof, by                                   
LATO, or its subsidiaries and affiliates, shall not constitute infringement of any kind or any other                               
rights that my child, his/her legal representatives, successors, and assigns, may have. 

 

I hereby release LATO, it subsidiaries and affiliates and anyone to which LATO granted the right to                                 
use my child’s image, likeness and/or voice, artwork and/or written work pursuant to this release,                             
from any and all claims, damages, liabilities, costs and expenses which I or my child now have or may                                     
hereafter have ​been reason of any use thereof. This release shall be binding upon my child, his /her                                   
legal representatives, successors, and assigns. 
 

This Media Release Form contains the entire agreement between parties relating to the subject                           
matter hereof and supersedes all prior agreements or understanding, written or oral, between the                           
parties related to the subject matter hereof. No modification of this Media Release Form shall be valid                                 
unless made in writing and signed by both parties hereto. 

 

I understand that the provisions of this release are legally binding. 
 
 

 
Signature (Parent/Guardian if student is under 18) Date 
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